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Delaware Standards and Instruction 

Science 

Grade: 5 - Adopted: 2014 

STANDARD / STRAND  DE.5-PS. PHYSICAL SCIENCE 

STRAND / INDICATOR  5-PS3. Energy 

ENDURING 
UNDERSTANDING 

  Students who demonstrate understanding can: 

BENCHMARK  5-PS3-1. Use models to describe that energy in animals’ food (used for body 
repair, growth, motion, and to maintain body warmth) was once 
energy from the sun. 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
Galapagos Islands 
Galapagos Islands - Espagnol 
Who Lives On a Coral Reef? 

STANDARD / STRAND  DE.5-LS. LIFE SCIENCE 

STRAND / INDICATOR  5-LS2. Ecosystems: Interactions, Energy, and Dynamics 

ENDURING 
UNDERSTANDING 

  Students who demonstrate understanding can: 

BENCHMARK  5-LS2-1. Develop a model to describe the movement of matter among plants, 
animals, decomposers, and the environment. 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
Galapagos Islands 
Galapagos Islands - Espagnol 
La Selva Amazonica - Pte 1 (En Espagnol) 
The Amazon Rainforest 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 1 - Older Grades 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Older Grades 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Younger Grades 
Who Lives On a Coral Reef? 

STANDARD / STRAND  DE.5-ESS. EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCE 

STRAND / INDICATOR  5-ESS2. Earth’s Systems 

ENDURING 
UNDERSTANDING 

  Students who demonstrate understanding can: 

BENCHMARK  5-ESS2-1. Develop a model using an example to describe ways the geosphere, 
biosphere, hydrosphere, and/or atmosphere interact. 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks of the Western Region - Part 1 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Older Grades 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Younger Grades 

BENCHMARK  5-ESS2-2. Describe and graph the amounts and percentages of water and 
fresh water in various reservoirs to provide evidence about the 
distribution of water on Earth. 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 

STANDARD / STRAND  DE.5-ESS. EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCE 

STRAND / INDICATOR  5-ESS3. Earth and Human Activity 



ENDURING 
UNDERSTANDING 

  Students who demonstrate understanding can: 

BENCHMARK  5-ESS3-1. Obtain and combine information about ways individual 
communities use science ideas to protect the Earth’s resources 
and environment. 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
African Safari 
Galapagos Islands 
Galapagos Islands - Espagnol 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks of the Western Region - Part 1 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Older Grades 
The Amazon Rainforest - Part 2 - Younger Grades 
Who Lives On a Coral Reef? 

 
Delaware Standards and Instruction 

Social Studies 

Grade: 5 - Adopted: 1995 

STANDARD / STRAND  DE.C. CIVICS 

STRAND / INDICATOR  C.1: Students will examine the structure and purposes of governments 
with specific emphasis on constitutional democracy [Government]. 

ENDURING 
UNDERSTANDING 

 C.1.4-5b: Students will understand that the United States government is 
divided into executive, legislative, and judicial branches, each with 
specific responsibilities and powers. (Essential for Grade 4) 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
Washington, DC - Grades K - 5 

STANDARD / STRAND  DE.E. ECONOMICS 

STRAND / INDICATOR  E.4: Students will examine the patterns and results of international trade 
[International trade]. 

ENDURING 
UNDERSTANDING 

 E.4.4-5a: Students will demonstrate how international trade links countries 
around the world and can improve the economic welfare of nations. 
(Essential for Grade 5) 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
Exploring Cuba 

STANDARD / STRAND  DE.G. GEOGRAPHY 

STRAND / INDICATOR  G.2: Students will develop a knowledge of the ways humans modify and 
respond to the natural environment [ENVIRONMENT]. 

ENDURING 
UNDERSTANDING 

 G.2.4-5a: Students will apply a knowledge of topography, climate, soils, and 
vegetation of Delaware and the United States to understand how 
human society alters, and is affected by, the physical environment. 
(Essential for Grade 5) 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
Grade 4 - Southeast Region of the U.S. 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks of the Western Region - Part 1 
Washington, DC - Grades K - 5 

STANDARD / STRAND  DE.H. HISTORY 

STRAND / INDICATOR  H.1: Students will employ chronological concepts in analyzing historical 
phenomena [Chronology]. 

ENDURING 
UNDERSTANDING 

 H.1.4-5a: Students will study historical events and persons within a given 
time-frame in order to create a chronology and identify related 



cause-and-effect factors. (Essential for Grade 4) 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs 
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pyramids 
Ancient Greece - Birthplace of Democracy  
Ancient Mayan Civilization 
Rome - The Eternal City - Part 1 
Rome - The Eternal City - Part 2 
Washington, DC - Grades K - 5 

STANDARD / STRAND  DE.H. HISTORY 

STRAND / INDICATOR  H.4: Students will develop historical knowledge of major events and 
phenomena in world, United States, and Delaware history [Content]. 

ENDURING 
UNDERSTANDING 

 H.4.4-5a: Students will develop an understanding of Delaware history and its 
connections with United States history, including: 

BENCHMARK  H.4.4-5a.2: Exploration and settlement (1609-1775) 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
Grade 4 - Southeast Region of the U.S. 

BENCHMARK  H.4.4-5a.3: From the First State to the Civil War (1776-1865) 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
Grade 4 - Southeast Region of the U.S. 

BENCHMARK  H.4.4-5a.4: Growth of commerce, industry, transportation, and agriculture 
(1865-1945) 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
Grade 4 - Southeast Region of the U.S. 

STANDARD / STRAND  DE.H. HISTORY 

STRAND / INDICATOR  H.4: Students will develop historical knowledge of major events and 
phenomena in world, United States, and Delaware history [Content]. 

ENDURING 
UNDERSTANDING 

 H.4.4-5b: Students will develop an understanding of selected themes in 
United States history, including: 

BENCHMARK  H.4.4-5b:1: Who are the American people? (demographics, immigration) 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
National Parks - West - Alaska & Hawaii 
National Parks West - Nevada, California 
National Parks West - Wyoming, Utah 
National Parks of the Western Region - Part 1 

BENCHMARK  H.4.4-5b:2: How did the United States develop its form of government? 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
Washington, DC - Grades K - 5 

BENCHMARK  H.4.4-5b:4: Important people in American history 
 
Virtual Field Trips 
Washington, DC - Grades K - 5 
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