
Main Crit eria: National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS)

Secondary Crit eria: Virtual Field Trips
Subject : Social Studies

Grade: 4
Co rrelat io n Opt io ns: Show Correlated

Nat io nal Co uncil fo r t he So cial St udies (NCSS)
So cial St udies

Grade: 4  - Adopted: 2010

T HEME  NCSS.1. CULT URE

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF CULT URE AND CULT URAL DIVERSIT Y.

CAT EGORY  1.1. KNOWLEDGE - Learners will understand:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 1.1.1. 'Culture'' refers to the behaviors, beliefs, values, traditions, institutions, and ways of living together of a group of
people.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Exploring Cuba
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Jerusalem - Then and Now (Younger Grades)

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 1.1.2. Concepts such as: similarities, differences, beliefs, values, cohesion, and diversity.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Exploring Cuba
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Jerusalem - Then and Now (Younger Grades)

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 1.1.3. How cultural beliefs, behaviors, and values allow human groups to solve the problems of daily living.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Jerusalem - Then and Now (Younger Grades)

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 1.1.4. How culture may change in response to changing needs and concerns.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Exploring Cuba
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
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LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 1.1.5. How individuals learn the elements of their culture through interactions with other members of the culture group.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 1.1.6. How peoples from different cultures develop different values and ways of interpreting experience.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Exploring Cuba
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings

T HEME  NCSS.1. CULT URE

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF CULT URE AND CULT URAL DIVERSIT Y.

CAT EGORY  1.2. PROCESSES - Learners will be able to:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 1.2.1. Ask and find answers to questions related to culture in the contexts of school, community, state, and region.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 1.2.2. Explore and describe similarities and differences in the ways various cultural groups meet similar needs and
concerns.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Exploring Cuba
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
Grade 3 - I Am a Consumer
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 1.2.3. Give examples of how information and experiences may be interpreted differently by people from different
cultural groups.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 1.2.4. Describe the value of both cultural unity and diversity within and across groups.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
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LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 1.2.5. Demonstrate how holding different values and beliefs can contribute or pose obstacles to understanding
between people and groups.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Jerusalem - Then and Now (Younger Grades)

T HEME  NCSS.2. T IME, CONT INUIT Y, AND CHANGE

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF T HE PAST  AND IT S LEGACY.

CAT EGORY  2.1. KNOWLEDGE - Learners will understand:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 2.1.1. The study of the past is the story of communities, nations, and the world.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Ancient China - Shang & Zhou Dynasties
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pyramids
Ancient Greece
Ancient Mayan Civilization
Ancient Rome
Canada: Coast to Coast
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Today
Rome - The Eternal City

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 2.1.2. Key concepts such as: past, present, future, similarity, difference, and change.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Ancient China - Shang & Zhou Dynasties
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pyramids
Ancient Greece
Ancient Mayan Civilization
Ancient Rome
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Today
Rome - The Eternal City

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 2.1.3. That we can learn our personal past and the past of communities, nations, and the world by means of stories,
biographies, interviews, and original sources such as documents, letters, photographs, and artifacts.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - The First Americans
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LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 2.1.4. Key people, events, and places associated with the history of the community, nation, and world.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Ancient China - Shang & Zhou Dynasties
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pyramids
Ancient Greece
Ancient Mayan Civilization
Ancient Rome
Canada: Coast to Coast
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Today
Rome - The Eternal City

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 2.1.5. Key symbols and traditions that are carried from the past into the present by diverse cultures in the United
States and world.

Virtual Field Trips
Exploring Cuba
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Today

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 2.1.6. That people view and interpret historical events differently because of the times in which they live, the
experiences they have, and the point of view they hold.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Ancient China - Shang & Zhou Dynasties
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pyramids
Ancient Greece
Ancient Mayan Civilization
Ancient Rome
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Today
Rome - The Eternal City
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LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 2.1.7. That historical events occurred in times that differed from our own, but often have lasting consequences for the
present and future.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Ancient China - Shang & Zhou Dynasties
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pyramids
Ancient Greece
Ancient Mayan Civilization
Ancient Rome
Canada: Coast to Coast
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Today
Rome - The Eternal City

T HEME  NCSS.2. T IME, CONT INUIT Y, AND CHANGE

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF T HE PAST  AND IT S LEGACY.

CAT EGORY  2.2. PROCESSES - Learners will be able to:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 2.2.1. Ask and find answers to questions related to the past in school, community, state and regional contexts.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Today
Washington, DC - Grades K - 5

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 2.2.2. Use a variety of sources to learn about the past.

Virtual Field Trips
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast
The Sahara Desert

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 2.2.3. Identify examples of both continuity and change, as depicted in stories, photographs, and documents.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Northeast

5

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight



LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 2.2.4. Describe examples of cause-effect relationships.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Ancient China - Shang & Zhou Dynasties
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pharaohs
Ancient Egypt - Land of the Pyramids
Ancient Greece
Ancient Mayan Civilization
Ancient Rome
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Today
Rome - The Eternal City

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 2.2.5. Compare and contrast differing stories or accounts about past events, people, places, or situations, and offer
possible reasons for the differences.

Virtual Field Trips
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 2.2.6. Describe how people in the past lived, and research their values and beliefs

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Northeast

T HEME  NCSS.3. PEOPLE, PLACES, AND ENVIRONMENT S

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF PEOPLE, PLACES, AND ENVIRONMENT S.

CAT EGORY  3.1. KNOWLEDGE - Learners will understand:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.1.1. The theme of people, places, and environments involves the study of location, place, and the interactions of
people with their surroundings.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms
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LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.1.2. Concepts such as: location, direction, distance, and scale.

Virtual Field Trips
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast
The Sahara Desert

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.1.3. Physical and human characteristics of the school, community, state, and region, and the interactions of people
in these places with the environment.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southeast Region of the U.S.
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms
Grade 4 - West Region Today
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
Washington, DC - Grades K - 5

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.1.4. Factors influencing various community, state, and regional patterns of human settlement, such as the availability
of land and water, and places for people to live.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Northeast
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LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.1.5. Physical changes in community, state, and region, such as seasons, climate, and weather, and their effects on
plants and animals.

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Exploring Cuba
Galapagos Islands
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southeast Region of the U.S.
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.1.6. Cultural patterns and their interactions within and across places, by means such as migration and settlement,
changes in customs or ideas, and in the ways people make a living.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Grade 4 - Northeast

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.1.7. Benefits and problems resulting from the discovery and use of resources.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southeast Region of the U.S.
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Today

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.1.8. Factors that contribute to similarities and differences among peoples locally and in places across the world,
including ethnicity, language, and religious beliefs.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Jerusalem - Then and Now (Younger Grades)
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LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.1.9. Tools such as maps, globes, and geospatial technologies in investigating the relationships among people,
places, and environments.

Virtual Field Trips
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast
The Sahara Desert

T HEME  NCSS.3. PEOPLE, PLACES, AND ENVIRONMENT S

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF PEOPLE, PLACES, AND ENVIRONMENT S.

CAT EGORY  3.2. PROCESSES - Learners will be able to:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.2.1. Ask and find answers to geographic questions related to the school, community, state, region, and world.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.2.2. Investigate relationships among people, places, and environments in the school, community, state, region, and
world through the use of atlases, data bases, charts, graphs, maps, and geospatial technologies.

Virtual Field Trips
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast
The Sahara Desert

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.2.3. Gather and interpret information from various representations of Earth, such as maps, globes, geospatial
technologies and other geographic tools to inform the study of people, places, and environments, both past
and present.

Virtual Field Trips
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast
The Sahara Desert

T HEME  NCSS.3. PEOPLE, PLACES, AND ENVIRONMENT S

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF PEOPLE, PLACES, AND ENVIRONMENT S.

CAT EGORY  3.3. PRODUCT S - Learners demonst rate understanding by:

9

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight



LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.3.1. Creating illustrations and composing answers to geographic questions about people, places, and
environments.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.3.2. Constructing a map depicting the school, community, state, or region that demonstrates an understanding of
relative location, direction, boundaries, and significant physical features.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 3.3.3. Developing a table to compare population data for the classroom, school, community, state, or region in the
present or past.

Virtual Field Trips
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast

T HEME  NCSS.4 . INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT  AND IDENT IT Y

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT  AND IDENT IT Y.

CAT EGORY  4 .1. KNOWLEDGE - Learners will understand:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 4.1.3. Individuals have characteristics that are both distinct from and similar to those of others.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures

T HEME  NCSS.4 . INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT  AND IDENT IT Y

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT  AND IDENT IT Y.

CAT EGORY  4 .3. PRODUCT S - Learners demonst rate understanding by:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 4.3.4. Studying important people in the community and nation, at the present time or in the past, to list qualities that
make them special.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Today
Washington, DC - Grades K - 5

T HEME  NCSS.5. INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, AND INST IT UT IONS
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DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF INT ERACT IONS AMONG INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, AND INST IT UT IONS.

CAT EGORY  5.1. KNOWLEDGE - Learners will understand:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 5.1.2. Concepts such as: community, culture, role, competition, cooperation, rules, and norms.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Exploring Cuba
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 5.1.3. Characteristics that distinguish individuals.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures

T HEME  NCSS.5. INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, AND INST IT UT IONS

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF INT ERACT IONS AMONG INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, AND INST IT UT IONS.

CAT EGORY  5.2. PROCESSES - Learners will be able to:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 5.2.5. Provide examples of the role of institutions in furthering both continuity and change.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Northeast

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 5.2.6. Show how groups and institutions work to meet individual needs, and promote or fail to promote the common
good.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities

T HEME  NCSS.6. POWER, AUT HORIT Y, AND GOVERNANCE

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF HOW PEOPLE CREAT E, INT ERACT  WIT H, AND CHANGE ST RUCT URES OF POWER,
AUT HORIT Y, AND GOVERNANCE.

CAT EGORY  6.1. KNOWLEDGE - Learners will understand:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 6.1.1. Rules and laws can serve to support order and protect individual rights.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities
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LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 6.1.2. Fundamental ideas that are the foundation of American constitutional democracy, including those of the U.S.
Constitution, the rule of law, separation of powers, checks and balances, minority rights, and the separation of
church and state.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Washington, DC - Grades K - 5

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 6.1.3. Fundamental values of democracy: the common good, liberty, justice, equality, and individual dignity.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 6.1.4. The basic elements of government in the United States: executive, legislative, and judicial authority.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities
Washington, DC - Grades K - 5

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 6.1.5. The ways in which governments meet the needs and wants of citizens.

Virtual Field Trips
Barcelona
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor

T HEME  NCSS.6. POWER, AUT HORIT Y, AND GOVERNANCE

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF HOW PEOPLE CREAT E, INT ERACT  WIT H, AND CHANGE ST RUCT URES OF POWER,
AUT HORIT Y, AND GOVERNANCE.

CAT EGORY  6.2. PROCESSES - Learners will be able to:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 6.2.1. Ask and find answers to questions about power, authority, and governance in the school, community, and state.

Virtual Field Trips
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities
Washington, DC - Grades K - 5

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 6.2.2. Examine issues involving the rights and responsibilities of individuals and groups in relation to the broader
society.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities

T HEME  NCSS.7. PRODUCT ION, DIST RIBUT ION, AND CONSUMPT ION

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF HOW PEOPLE ORGANIZE FOR T HE PRODUCT ION, DIST RIBUT ION, AND CONSUMPT ION OF
GOODS AND SERVICES.

CAT EGORY  7.1. KNOWLEDGE - Learners will understand:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 7.1.1. How people and communities deal with scarcity of resources.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Businesses At Work
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LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 7.1.2. The difference between needs and wants.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - I Am a Consumer

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 7.1.3. What people and communities gain and give up when they make a decision.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - I Am a Consumer

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 7.1.5. The characteristics and functions of money and its uses.

Virtual Field Trips
Barcelona
Grade 3 - I Am a Consumer

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 7.1.6. Various organizations that help people achieve their individual economic goals (banks, businesses, labor
unions).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Businesses At Work

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 7.1.8. The goods and services produced in the market and those produced by the government.

Virtual Field Trips
Barcelona
Grade 3 - I Am a Consumer

T HEME  NCSS.7. PRODUCT ION, DIST RIBUT ION, AND CONSUMPT ION

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF HOW PEOPLE ORGANIZE FOR T HE PRODUCT ION, DIST RIBUT ION, AND CONSUMPT ION OF
GOODS AND SERVICES.

CAT EGORY  7.2. PROCESSES - Learners will be able to:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 7.2.1. Ask and find answers to questions about the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services
in the school and community.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Businesses At Work
Grade 3 - I Am a Consumer

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 7.2.2. Analyze the differences between wants and needs.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - I Am a Consumer

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 7.2.3. Evaluate how the decisions that people make are influenced by the trade-offs of different options.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - I Am a Consumer

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 7.2.4. Examine and evaluate different methods for allocating scarce goods and services in the school and
community.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Businesses At Work
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LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 7.2.5. Assess how consumers will react to rising and falling prices for goods and services.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Businesses At Work
Grade 3 - I Am a Consumer

T HEME  NCSS.7. PRODUCT ION, DIST RIBUT ION, AND CONSUMPT ION

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF HOW PEOPLE ORGANIZE FOR T HE PRODUCT ION, DIST RIBUT ION, AND CONSUMPT ION OF
GOODS AND SERVICES.

CAT EGORY  7.3. PRODUCT S - Learners demonst rate understanding by:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 7.3.4. Designing and using a classroom currency, demonstrating the functions of money.

Virtual Field Trips
Barcelona

T HEME  NCSS.9. GLOBAL CONNECT IONS

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF GLOBAL CONNECT IONS AND INT ERDEPENDENCE.

CAT EGORY  9.1. KNOWLEDGE - Learners will understand:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 9.1.1. Global connections may be of various types (e.g., cultural exchange, trade, political, economic, or travel).

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 9.1.4. All cultures have similar needs, but meet those needs in different ways that may influence or be influenced by
global connections.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - I Am a Consumer

T HEME  NCSS.9. GLOBAL CONNECT IONS

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF GLOBAL CONNECT IONS AND INT ERDEPENDENCE.

CAT EGORY  9.2. PROCESSES - Learners will be able to:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 9.2.3. Use maps and databases to look for global patterns, trends, and connections.

Virtual Field Trips
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast
The Sahara Desert

14

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight



LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 9.2.4. Describe examples in which language, art, music, belief systems, and other cultural elements can facilitate
global understanding or cause misunderstanding.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Exploring Cuba
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Jerusalem - Then and Now (Younger Grades)

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 9.2.8. Identify and examine how wants and needs of people in one part of the world may conflict with the wants and
needs of people in other parts of the world.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - I Am a Consumer

T HEME  NCSS.10. CIVIC IDEALS AND PRACT ICES

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF T HE IDEALS, PRINCIPLES, AND PRACT ICES OF CIT IZENSHIP IN A DEMOCRAT IC REPUBLIC.

CAT EGORY  10.1. KNOWLEDGE - Learners will understand:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 10.1.1. The theme of civic ideals and practices helps us know how we can have influence on how people live and act
together.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 10.1.2. Concepts and ideals such as: individual dignity, fairness, freedom, the common good, rule of law, civic life,
rights, and responsibilities.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 10.1.4. Democratic ideals and practices are often represented in excerpts from contemporary and historical sources,
quotations, and stories.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Northeast

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 10.1.5. The importance of gathering information as the basis for informed civic action.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities

T HEME  NCSS.10. CIVIC IDEALS AND PRACT ICES

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF T HE IDEALS, PRINCIPLES, AND PRACT ICES OF CIT IZENSHIP IN A DEMOCRAT IC REPUBLIC.

CAT EGORY  10.2. PROCESSES - Learners will be able to:
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LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 10.2.1. Ask and find answers to questions about how to plan for action with others to improve life in the school,
community, and beyond.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 10.2.2. Identify and exercise the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 10.2.4. Analyze how specific policies or citizen behaviors reflect ideals and practices consistent or inconsistent with
democratic ideals.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities

T HEME  NCSS.10. CIVIC IDEALS AND PRACT ICES

DEFINIT ION  SOCIAL ST UDIES PROGRAMS SHOULD INCLUDE EXPERIENCES T HAT  PROVIDE FOR T HE ST UDY
OF T HE IDEALS, PRINCIPLES, AND PRACT ICES OF CIT IZENSHIP IN A DEMOCRAT IC REPUBLIC.

CAT EGORY  10.3. PRODUCT S - Learners demonst rate understanding by:

LEARNING
EXPECTATION

 10.3.2. Drawing illustrations of examples of participation supportive of civic ideals and practices.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities
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Main Crit eria: National Geography Standards (NGS)

Secondary Crit eria: Virtual Field Trips Subject s: 

Science, Social Studies

Grade: 4
Co rrelat io n Opt io ns: Show Correlated

Nat io nal Geo graphy St andards (NGS)
Science

Grade: 4  - Adopted: 2012

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.WST
.

T he World in Spat ial T erms

ST ANDARD  WST .3. How to analyze the spat ial organizat ion of people, places, and environments on Earth's surface

ST RAND  WST .3.3
.

Spat ial Models: Models are used to represent  features of human and/or physical systems

BENCHMARK  WST .3.3
.A.

Describe and const ruct  models illust rat ing the propert ies of human and/or physical systems, as
exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  WST.3.3.
A.1.

Construct a model of Earth and describe its shape, size, and key features (e.g., equator, poles, prime
meridian, oceans, continents).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PR. Places and Regions

ST ANDARD  PR.4 . T he physical and human characterist ics of places

ST RAND  PR.4 .2. T he Characterist ics of Places: Places have physical and human characterist ics

BENCHMARK  PR.4 .2.A
.

Describe and compare the physical characterist ics of places at  a variety of scales, local to
global, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  PR.4.2.A.
2.

Describe and compare the vegetation in different places in the world (e.g., deserts, mountains, rain forests,
plains).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
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EXPECTATION  PR.4.2.A.
3.

Describe and compare the physical environments and landforms of different places in the world (e.g.,
mountains, islands, valleys or canyons, mesas).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms
Grade 4 - West Region Today
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PS. Physical Systems

ST ANDARD  PS.7. T he physical processes that  shape the pat terns of Earth's surface

ST RAND  PS.7.1. Components of Earth’s Physical Systems: T here are four components of Earth's physical
systems (the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, and lithosphere)

BENCHMARK  PS.7.1.A
.

Ident ify at t ributes of Earth's different  physical systems, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  PS.7.1.A.
2.

Identify examples of water features on Earth's surface that comprise the hydrosphere (e.g., oceans, rivers,
lakes, water vapor, ground water, different types of precipitation).

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
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EXPECTATION  PS.7.1.A.
3.

Identify examples of landforms on Earth's surface (e.g., mountains, volcanoes, valleys, plains).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms
Grade 4 - West Region Today
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PS. Physical Systems

ST ANDARD  PS.7. T he physical processes that  shape the pat terns of Earth's surface

ST RAND  PS.7.3. Physical Processes: Physical processes shape features on Earth’s surface

BENCHMARK  PS.7.3.A
.

Ident ify examples of physical processes, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  PS.7.3.A.
1.

Identify different cycles in Earth’s systems (e.g., water cycle, carbon cycle, wind or water erosion, weathering,
deposition, mass wasting).

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5

EXPECTATION  PS.7.3.A.
3.

Identify the components and relationships in the erosion cycle (e.g., water carving canyons, wind sculpting
mesas, landslides, avalanches).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PS. Physical Systems

ST ANDARD  PS.7. T he physical processes that  shape the pat terns of Earth's surface

ST RAND  PS.7.3. Physical Processes: Physical processes shape features on Earth’s surface

BENCHMARK  PS.7.3.B
.

Describe how physical processes shape features on Earth’s surface, as exemplified by being able
to
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EXPECTATION  PS.7.3.B.
2.

Describe the physical processes that shaped particular landform fea�tures using pictures of landforms such as
canyons, mesas, and deltas.

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms
Grade 4 - West Region Today
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

EXPECTATION  PS.7.3.B.
3.

Describe how freeze–thaw processes erode rock (e.g., potholes on local streets, rock slides in mountain
regions).

Virtual Field Trips
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PS. Physical Systems

ST ANDARD  PS.8. T he characterist ics and spat ial dist ribut ion of ecosystems and biomes on Earth's surface

ST RAND  PS.8.1. Components of Ecosystems: T he components of ecosystems

BENCHMARK  PS.8.1.A
.

Ident ify the components of different  ecosystems, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  PS.8.1.A.
1.

Identify the three major components of an ecosystem (i.e., biomass, climate, and soil).

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5

EXPECTATION  PS.8.1.A.
2.

Identify examples of each ecosystem component (e.g., pine trees versus grasslands, low versus high rainfall,
clay versus sandy soils).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert

20

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight



EXPECTATION  PS.8.1.A.
3.

Describe local ecosystems by surveying and recording the proper�ties of their components.

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PS. Physical Systems

ST ANDARD  PS.8. T he characterist ics and spat ial dist ribut ion of ecosystems and biomes on Earth's surface

ST RAND  PS.8.2. Characterist ics and Geographic Dist ribut ion of Ecosystems: T he characterist ics of ecosystems

BENCHMARK  PS.8.2.A
.

Ident ify and describe the characterist ics of ecosystems, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  PS.8.2.A.
1.

Identify and describe the characteristics of an ecosystem (specific types of plants, climate, and soil) in which a
favorite or interesting creature lives.

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?
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EXPECTATION  PS.8.2.A.
2.

Identify and draw pictures of different plants and animals in various local ecosystems (e.g., a pond, forest, city
park).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

EXPECTATION  PS.8.2.A.
3.

Compare the characteristics of different ecosystems (e.g., pond, de�ciduous forest, coral reef).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PS. Physical Systems

ST ANDARD  PS.8. T he characterist ics and spat ial dist ribut ion of ecosystems and biomes on Earth's surface

ST RAND  PS.8.3. Characterist ics and Geographic Dist ribut ion of Biomes: T he characterist ics of biomes

BENCHMARK  PS.8.3.A
.

Describe the characterist ics of biomes, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  PS.8.3.A.
1.

Describe the defining characteristics of a biome as a large region of ecosystems with similar climate and
vegetation characteristics.

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
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EXPECTATION  PS.8.3.A.
2.

Describe the temperature, precipitation, and vegetation characteris�tics of various biomes, (e.g., deserts,
grasslands, savannahs, temperate forests, tropical forests, arctic tundra).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert

EXPECTATION  PS.8.3.A.
3.

Identify the characteristics in photographs of different types of veg�etation and match them to the appropriate
sections of a world cli�mate map (e.g., cacti and succulents on a desert climate region, tropi�cal forest trees on
a tropical climate region, coral in shallow, tropical marine waters).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.11. T he pat terns and networks of economic interdependence on Earth's surface

ST RAND  HS.11.4 . Connect ing Economic Act ivit ies: Networks of t ransportat ion and communicat ions are used to
move informat ion, products, and people

BENCHMARK  HS.11.4 .
A.

Describe and analyze different  modes of t ransportat ion and communicat ion used to move
people, products, and ideas from place to place, as exemplified by being able to
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EXPECTATION  HS.11.4.A
.2.

Describe the different modes of transportation and communication used by students’ families in their work and
daily lives and construct a graph with the results to analyze which modes are employed most often.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.13. How the forces of cooperat ion and conflict  among people influence the division and cont rol of
Earth's surface

ST RAND  HS.13.3. Conflict : Conflicts arise when there is disagreement  over the division, cont rol, and management
of Earth's surface

BENCHMARK  HS.13.3.
A.

Analyze examples of disagreements over land uses in their community, as exemplified by being
able to

EXPECTATION  HS.13.3.A
.2.

Identify local land-use issues in which there are disagreements and analyze the perspectives of the key
stakeholders (e.g., protection of environmentally sensitive areas, land use for commercial purposes, locating
waste disposal sites).

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.ES. Environment  and Society

ST ANDARD  ES.14 . How human act ions modify the physical environment

ST RAND  ES.14 .3. Consequences for People and Environments: T he consequences of human modificat ions of the
physical environment

BENCHMARK  ES.14 .3.
A.

Ident ify and describe examples of how human act ivit ies impact  the physical environment , as
exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  ES.14.3.A
.1.

Identify and describe the changes in local habitats that resulted from human activities.

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.ES. Environment  and Society

ST ANDARD  ES.15. How physical systems affect  human systems

ST RAND  ES.15.1. Environmental Opportunit ies and Const raints: T he physical environment  provides opportunit ies
for and imposes const raints on human act ivit ies

BENCHMARK  ES.15.1.
B.

Describe examples in which the physical environment  imposes const raints on human act ivit ies,
as exemplified by being able to
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EXPECTATION  ES.15.1.B
.1.

Describe how human activities are limited by landforms such as flood plains, deltas, mountains, and slopes in
choices of land use (e.g., agriculture, human settlement, transportation networks).

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Ancient China - Shang & Zhou Dynasties
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.ES. Environment  and Society

ST ANDARD  ES.15. How physical systems affect  human systems

ST RAND  ES.15.2. Environmental Hazards: Environmental hazards affect  human act ivit ies

BENCHMARK  ES.15.2.
A.

Ident ify and describe the locat ions of environmental hazards, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  ES.15.2.A
.2.

Identify on a map of the Pacific basin the occurrences of earthquakes and volcanoes and describe the pattern
that results (e.g., the Pacific Ring of Fire).

Virtual Field Trips
Galapagos Islands
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.ES. Environment  and Society

ST ANDARD  ES.15. How physical systems affect  human systems

ST RAND  ES.15.2. Environmental Hazards: Environmental hazards affect  human act ivit ies

BENCHMARK  ES.15.2.
B.

Describe and analyze the effects of environmental hazards on human act ivit ies, as exemplified by
being able to

EXPECTATION  ES.15.2.B
.1.

Describe how people change their behaviors in response to environmental hazards (e.g., knowing evacuation
routes, building a storm shelter, conducting earthquake or tornado drills).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities

EXPECTATION  ES.15.2.
B.3.

Construct a disaster preparedness manual for your community or school that includes a list of actions people
should take in an emergency situation due to a local environmental hazard event.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.ES. Environment  and Society

ST ANDARD  ES.16. T he changes that  occur in the meaning, use, dist ribut ion, and importance of resources

ST RAND  ES.16.1. T ypes and Meanings of Resources: T he characterist ics of renewable, nonrenewable, and flow
resources

BENCHMARK  ES.16.1.
A.

Ident ify and explain the characterist ics of renewable, nonrenewable, and flow resources, as
exemplified by being able to
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EXPECTATION  ES.16.1.A
.1.

Explain the meaning of the term "resource" and then illustrate the idea of renewable, nonrenewable, and flow
resources by sorting example photographs into each of the three categories.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Today
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
The Sahara Desert

EXPECTATION  ES.16.1.
A.2.

Identify the types of energy resources that students and their families use in their everyday lives and then
categorize each as renewable, nonrenewable, or flow resources.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Today

EXPECTATION  ES.16.1.
A.3.

Identify the types of nonrenewable resources students and their families use in their everyday lives and identify
renewable and flow resources that could be used instead of nonrenewable resources.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.UG. T he Uses of Geography

ST ANDARD  UG.17. How to apply geography to interpret  the past

ST RAND  UG.17.2
.

Changes in Geographic Contexts: Places, regions, and environments change over t ime

BENCHMARK  UG.17.2.
A.

Analyze how places, regions, and environments change over t ime, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  UG.17.2.A
.3.

Describe how the physical environment of a county or state was changed by processes of forest clearing,
damming of rivers, cultivation of fields, or land leveling.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.UG. T he Uses of Geography

ST ANDARD  UG.18. How to apply geography to interpret  the present  and plan for the future

ST RAND  UG.18.1
.

Using Geography to Interpret  the Present  and Plan for the Future: Geographic contexts (the
human and physical characterist ics of places and environments) are the set t ings for current
events

BENCHMARK  UG.18.1.
A.

Analyze geographic contexts in which current  events and issues occur, as exemplified by being
able to
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EXPECTATION  UG.18.1.
A.3.

Analyze a current environmental issue in the region (e.g., building or demolishing a dam, building or expansion
of freeway system, creation of parks and open spaces, regulatory legislation on industry to prevent further air,
water, and land pollution) and describe ways in which people and the environment interact to affect the issue
positively and negatively.

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.UG. T he Uses of Geography

ST ANDARD  UG.18. How to apply geography to interpret  the present  and plan for the future

ST RAND  UG.18.2
.

Changes in Geographic Contexts: Places, regions, and environments will cont inue to change

BENCHMARK  UG.18.2.
A.

Describe current  changes in places, regions, and environments and predict  how these locat ions
may be different  in the future, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  UG.18.2.
A.1.

Describe how to plan for the environmental future of a place by completing the following statements: “I will
keep....” “I will change....” and “I will remove....”

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - West Region Today
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

Nat io nal Geo graphy St andards (NGS)
So cial St udies

Grade: 4  - Adopted: 2012

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.WST
.

T he World in Spat ial T erms

ST ANDARD  WST .1. How to use maps and other geographic representat ions, geospat ial technologies, and spat ial
thinking to understand and communicate informat ion

ST RAND  WST .1.1
.

Propert ies and Funct ions of Geographic Representat ions: Propert ies and funct ions of
geographic representat ions—such as maps, globes, graphs, diagrams, aerial and other
photographs, remotely sensed images, and geographic visualizat ion

BENCHMARK  WST .1.1
.A.

Ident ify and describe the propert ies (posit ion and orientat ion, symbols, scale, perspect ive,
coordinate systems) and funct ions of geographic representat ions, as exemplified by being able
to

EXPECTATION  WST.1.1.
A.2.

Identify and describe the functions of a variety of geographic rep�resentations.

Virtual Field Trips

Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast
The Sahara Desert

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.WST
.

T he World in Spat ial T erms
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ST ANDARD  WST .1. How to use maps and other geographic representat ions, geospat ial technologies, and spat ial
thinking to understand and communicate informat ion

ST RAND  WST .1.1
.

Propert ies and Funct ions of Geographic Representat ions: Propert ies and funct ions of
geographic representat ions—such as maps, globes, graphs, diagrams, aerial and other
photographs, remotely sensed images, and geographic visualizat ion

BENCHMARK  WST .1.1
.B.

Describe how propert ies of geographic representat ions determine the purposes they can be
used for, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  WST.1.1.
B.1.

Identify the maps or types of maps most appropriate for specific purposes, (e.g., to locate physical and/or
human features, to deter�mine the shortest route from one town to another town, to compare the number of
people living at two or more locations).

Virtual Field Trips

Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast
The Sahara Desert

EXPECTATION  WST.1.1.
B.2.

Describe how a variety of geographic representations (maps, globes, graphs, diagrams, aerial and other
photographs, GPS) are used to communicate different types of information.

Virtual Field Trips

Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast
The Sahara Desert

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.WST
.

T he World in Spat ial T erms

ST ANDARD  WST .1. How to use maps and other geographic representat ions, geospat ial technologies, and spat ial
thinking to understand and communicate informat ion

ST RAND  WST .1.2
.

Using Geospat ial Data to Const ruct  Geographic Representat ions: Geospat ial data are
connected to locat ions on Earth’s surface

BENCHMARK  WST .1.2
.B.

Const ruct  maps and graphs to display geospat ial data, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  WST.1.2.
B.1.

Construct a map that displays geospatial data using symbols ex�plained in a key (e.g., a sketch map to
illustrate a narrative story, a map of cars in the school parking lot showing type and color, a class�room map
showing different types of tables, desks, and chairs).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.WST
.

T he World in Spat ial T erms

ST ANDARD  WST .2. How to use mental maps to organize informat ion about  people, places, and environments in a
spat ial context

ST RAND  WST .2.3
.

Using Mental Maps: Mental maps are used to answer geographic quest ions about  locat ions and
characterist ics of places and regions

BENCHMARK  WST .2.3
.A.

Ident ify from memory locat ions and geographic characterist ics to answer geographic quest ions,
as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  WST.2.3.
A.3.

Identify from memory the map of North America to answer geo�graphic questions (e.g., What are the countries
to the north and south of the United States? Which state is located at the easternmost point of the United
States? Which state is at the geographic center of the continental United States?).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast
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ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.WST
.

T he World in Spat ial T erms

ST ANDARD  WST .2. How to use mental maps to organize informat ion about  people, places, and environments in a
spat ial context

ST RAND  WST .2.4
.

Individual Percept ions Shape Mental Maps: Individuals may have different  mental maps of places
and regions

BENCHMARK  WST .2.4
.A.

Describe how an individual’s views and understandings of places and regions differ, as
expressed by his or her mental map, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  WST.2.4.
A.1.

Identify and describe differences in students’ sketch maps of their community, including differences in details
on their maps, scale, la�bels, location of features, etc.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans

EXPECTATION  WST.2.4.
A.3.

Describe the differences in students’ views of a popular community attraction based on the details in their
mental maps.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.WST
.

T he World in Spat ial T erms

ST ANDARD  WST .3. How to analyze the spat ial organizat ion of people, places, and environments on Earth's surface

ST RAND  WST .3.1
.

Spat ial Concepts: T he meaning and use of fundamental spat ial concepts such as locat ion,
distance, direct ion, scale, movement , region, and volume

BENCHMARK  WST .3.1
.A.

Describe and explain the spat ial organizat ion of people, places, and environments (where things
are in relat ion to other things) using spat ial concepts, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  WST.3.1.
A.2.

Describe the meaning of the spatial concepts of distance, direction, and location used in selected literature
(e.g., read an account of Paul Revere’s ride and describe it in terms of locations [start to end], movement,
region of action, distance, direction).

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.WST
.

T he World in Spat ial T erms

ST ANDARD  WST .3. How to analyze the spat ial organizat ion of people, places, and environments on Earth's surface

ST RAND  WST .3.2
.

Spat ial Pat terns and Processes: T he dist ribut ion of people, places, and environments form
spat ial pat terns across Earth’s surface

BENCHMARK  WST .3.2
.A.

Describe and compare dist ribut ions of people, places, and environments to examine spat ial
pat terns, sequences, regularit ies, and irregularit ies, as exemplified by being able to
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EXPECTATION  WST.3.2.
A.3.

Describe and compare the natural features and human factors us�ing geographic representations that may
influence where people live (e.g., access to water, climatic conditions, rivers, and bridges).

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PR. Places and Regions

ST ANDARD  PR.4 . T he physical and human characterist ics of places

ST RAND  PR.4 .1. T he Concept  of Place: Places are locat ions having dist inct ive characterist ics that  give them
meaning and dist inguish them from other locat ions

BENCHMARK  PR.4 .1.A
.

Describe the dist inguishing characterist ics and meanings of several different  places, as
exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  PR.4.1.A.
1.

Identify and describe categories of characteristics that define a loca�tion as a place (e.g., weather
characteristics, population density, ar�chitectural styles, landforms, vegetation, cultures, types of industry).

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms

EXPECTATION  PR.4.1.A.
2.

Identify and describe the defining characteristics of the student’s community as a place.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans

EXPECTATION  PR.4.1.A.
3.

Describe how certain places may have meanings that distinguish them from other places (e.g., cemetery,
historical park or battlefield, religious shrines or temples, state or national parks).

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PR. Places and Regions

ST ANDARD  PR.4 . T he physical and human characterist ics of places

ST RAND  PR.4 .2. T he Characterist ics of Places: Places have physical and human characterist ics

BENCHMARK  PR.4 .2.A
.

Describe and compare the physical characterist ics of places at  a variety of scales, local to
global, as exemplified by being able to30
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EXPECTATION  PR.4.2.A.
1.

Describe and compare the climatic conditions at different places in the United States (e.g., deserts, mountains,
rainy regions of the Pacific Northwest).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms

EXPECTATION  PR.4.2.A.
3.

Describe and compare the physical environments and landforms of different places in the world (e.g.,
mountains, islands, valleys or canyons, mesas).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Barcelona
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Exploring Cuba
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Southeast Region of the U.S.
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms
Grade 4 - West Region Today
London - City of Pomp & Majesty
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
Paris - City of Light - Grades K - 5
The Sahara Desert
Tokyo - City of Contrasts

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PR. Places and Regions

ST ANDARD  PR.4 . T he physical and human characterist ics of places

ST RAND  PR.4 .2. T he Characterist ics of Places: Places have physical and human characterist ics

BENCHMARK  PR.4 .2.B
.

Describe and compare the human characterist ics of places at  a variety of scales, local to global,
as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  PR.4.2.B.
1.

Describe and compare the types of clothing, housing, and trans�portation used in different countries located at
different latitudes in the world.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast

EXPECTATION  PR.4.2.B.
2.

Describe and compare the human characteristics of rural versus urban locations in the United States (e.g.,
single family homes ver�sus apartment buildings, different languages and cultures in urban areas).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PR. Places and Regions

ST ANDARD  PR.5. T hat  people create regions to interpret  Earth's complexity
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ST RAND  PR.5.1. T he Concept  of Region: Regions are areas of Earth’s surface with unifying physical and/or human
characterist ics

BENCHMARK  PR.5.1.A
.

Describe the dist inguishing characterist ics and meanings of several different  regions, as
exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  PR.5.1.A.
1.

Identify unifying areas on a map that define those areas as regions (e.g., a zoo map showing how animal
exhibits are organized by re�gions related to climate, landforms, and vegetation zones).

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms

EXPECTATION  PR.5.1.A.
2.

Identify the physical and human characteristics that can be used to define a region within the local community
(e.g., the characteris�tics of a retail strip mall area, downtown or central business district, boundaries of ethnic
neighborhoods).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities

EXPECTATION  PR.5.1.A.
3.

Describe the characteristics that define a physical region in the state (e.g., Front Range in Colorado, Sand Hills
in Nebraska, Hill Country in Texas).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southeast Region of the U.S.
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms
Grade 4 - West Region Today
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
Washington, DC - Grades K - 5

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PR. Places and Regions

ST ANDARD  PR.6. How culture and experience influence people's percept ions of places and regions

ST RAND  PR.6.1. T he Percept ion of Places and Regions: People can have different  views of the same places and
regions

BENCHMARK  PR.6.1.A
.

Describe how people view places in their community different ly, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  PR.6.1.A.
2.

Describe how students view three well-known places in the com�munity (e.g., police station, hospital, grocery
store, shopping mall, school, park) and use the descriptions to illustrate the differences in their views.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans
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ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PS. Physical Systems

ST ANDARD  PS.7. T he physical processes that  shape the pat terns of Earth's surface

ST RAND  PS.7.1. Components of Earth’s Physical Systems: T here are four components of Earth's physical
systems (the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, and lithosphere)

BENCHMARK  PS.7.1.A
.

Ident ify at t ributes of Earth's different  physical systems, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  PS.7.1.A.
1.

Identify different attributes of physical systems in photographs (e.g., sky, clouds, plants, soil, oceans, lakes,
mountains).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Barcelona
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Exploring Cuba
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Southeast Region of the U.S.
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms
Grade 4 - West Region Today
London - City of Pomp & Majesty
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
Paris - City of Light - Grades K - 5
The Sahara Desert
Tokyo - City of Contrasts
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EXPECTATION  PS.7.1.A.
3.

Identify examples of landforms on Earth's surface (e.g., mountains, volcanoes, valleys, plains).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Barcelona
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Exploring Cuba
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Southeast Region of the U.S.
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms
Grade 4 - West Region Today
London - City of Pomp & Majesty
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
Paris - City of Light - Grades K - 5
The Sahara Desert
Tokyo - City of Contrasts

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PS. Physical Systems

ST ANDARD  PS.7. T he physical processes that  shape the pat terns of Earth's surface

ST RAND  PS.7.2. Earth-Sun Relat ionships: Earth-Sun relat ionships affect  condit ions on Earth

BENCHMARK  PS.7.2.A
.

Describe how Earth’s posit ion relat ive to the Sun affects condit ions on Earth, as exemplified by
being able to

EXPECTATION  PS.7.2.A.
1.

Describe the relationship between the cycle of seasons and months in the Northern and Southern
hemispheres.

Virtual Field Trips
Exploring Cuba
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

EXPECTATION  PS.7.2.A.
2.

Describe the differences in seasons based on latitude (e.g., first and last frost in different locations, length of
growing season, bird migra�tions).

Virtual Field Trips
Exploring Cuba
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PS. Physical Systems

ST ANDARD  PS.7. T he physical processes that  shape the pat terns of Earth's surface

ST RAND  PS.7.3. Physical Processes: Physical processes shape features on Earth’s surface

BENCHMARK  PS.7.3.A
.

Ident ify examples of physical processes, as exemplified by being able to
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EXPECTATION  PS.7.3.A.
1.

Identify different cycles in Earth’s systems (e.g., water cycle, carbon cycle, wind or water erosion, weathering,
deposition, mass wasting).

Virtual Field Trips
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah

EXPECTATION  PS.7.3.A.
3.

Identify the components and relationships in the erosion cycle (e.g., water carving canyons, wind sculpting
mesas, landslides, avalanches).

Virtual Field Trips
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PS. Physical Systems

ST ANDARD  PS.7. T he physical processes that  shape the pat terns of Earth's surface

ST RAND  PS.7.3. Physical Processes: Physical processes shape features on Earth’s surface

BENCHMARK  PS.7.3.B
.

Describe how physical processes shape features on Earth’s surface, as exemplified by being able
to

EXPECTATION  PS.7.3.B.
3.

Describe how freeze–thaw processes erode rock (e.g., potholes on local streets, rock slides in mountain
regions).

Virtual Field Trips
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PS. Physical Systems

ST ANDARD  PS.8. T he characterist ics and spat ial dist ribut ion of ecosystems and biomes on Earth's surface

ST RAND  PS.8.1. Components of Ecosystems: T he components of ecosystems

BENCHMARK  PS.8.1.A
.

Ident ify the components of different  ecosystems, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  PS.8.1.A.
1.

Identify the three major components of an ecosystem (i.e., biomass, climate, and soil).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?
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EXPECTATION  PS.8.1.A.
2.

Identify examples of each ecosystem component (e.g., pine trees versus grasslands, low versus high rainfall,
clay versus sandy soils).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

EXPECTATION  PS.8.1.A.
3.

Describe local ecosystems by surveying and recording the proper�ties of their components.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PS. Physical Systems

ST ANDARD  PS.8. T he characterist ics and spat ial dist ribut ion of ecosystems and biomes on Earth's surface

ST RAND  PS.8.2. Characterist ics and Geographic Dist ribut ion of Ecosystems: T he characterist ics of ecosystems

BENCHMARK  PS.8.2.A
.

Ident ify and describe the characterist ics of ecosystems, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  PS.8.2.A.
1.

Identify and describe the characteristics of an ecosystem (specific types of plants, climate, and soil) in which a
favorite or interesting creature lives.

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?
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EXPECTATION  PS.8.2.A.
3.

Compare the characteristics of different ecosystems (e.g., pond, de�ciduous forest, coral reef).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.PS. Physical Systems

ST ANDARD  PS.8. T he characterist ics and spat ial dist ribut ion of ecosystems and biomes on Earth's surface

ST RAND  PS.8.3. Characterist ics and Geographic Dist ribut ion of Biomes: T he characterist ics of biomes

BENCHMARK  PS.8.3.A
.

Describe the characterist ics of biomes, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  PS.8.3.A.
1.

Describe the defining characteristics of a biome as a large region of ecosystems with similar climate and
vegetation characteristics.

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?
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EXPECTATION  PS.8.3.A.
2.

Describe the temperature, precipitation, and vegetation characteris�tics of various biomes, (e.g., deserts,
grasslands, savannahs, temperate forests, tropical forests, arctic tundra).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Galapagos Islands
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

EXPECTATION  PS.8.3.A.
3.

Identify the characteristics in photographs of different types of veg�etation and match them to the appropriate
sections of a world cli�mate map (e.g., cacti and succulents on a desert climate region, tropi�cal forest trees on
a tropical climate region, coral in shallow, tropical marine waters).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Galapagos Islands
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Nevada, California
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.9. T he characterist ics, dist ribut ion, and migrat ion of human populat ions on Earth's surface

ST RAND  HS.9.2. Spat ial Dist ribut ion of Populat ion: People live in many different  places on Earth

BENCHMARK  HS.9.2.A
.

Describe how the number of people varies from place to place, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  HS.9.2.A.
2.

Describe how ways of making a living influence how many people live in a certain place (e.g., farm
communities versus cities).

Virtual Field Trips
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

EXPECTATION  HS.9.2.A.
3.

Identify and describe places in the state where the greatest and few�est numbers of people live.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

38

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight



ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.9. T he characterist ics, dist ribut ion, and migrat ion of human populat ions on Earth's surface

ST RAND  HS.9.2. Spat ial Dist ribut ion of Populat ion: People live in many different  places on Earth

BENCHMARK  HS.9.2.B
.

Explain why people live in different  types of places, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  HS.9.2.B.
2.

Identify and describe the places in the world where the majority of people live using satellite images or
population density maps and how these places may differ.

Virtual Field Trips

Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast

EXPECTATION  HS.9.2.B.
3.

Explain why people sometimes settle in inhospitable environments (e.g., availability of valuable resources,
economic opportunities, di�minishing availability of more desirable locations).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.9. T he characterist ics, dist ribut ion, and migrat ion of human populat ions on Earth's surface

ST RAND  HS.9.3. Migrat ion: People move for a variety of reasons

BENCHMARK  HS.9.3.A
.

Describe examples of different  human migrat ions, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  HS.9.3.A.
1.

Describe why and how people moved west during the California Gold Rush.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

EXPECTATION  HS.9.3.A.
2.

Describe why and how the Pilgrims moved from England to the US colonies.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - The First Americans

EXPECTATION  HS.9.3.A.
3.

Describe why and how Native Americans moved to federally desig�nated reservations.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.9. T he characterist ics, dist ribut ion, and migrat ion of human populat ions on Earth's surface

ST RAND  HS.9.3. Migrat ion: People move for a variety of reasons

BENCHMARK  HS.9.3.B
.

Explain why people move from one place to another, as exemplified by being able to
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EXPECTATION  HS.9.3.B.
1.

Explain the reasons why people might be willing to move to a new location (e.g., for more or better jobs, for
better living conditions).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast

EXPECTATION  HS.9.3.B.
3.

Explain how groups of people may be forced to move against their wills (e.g., African slave trade, Cherokee
Trail of Tears, Japanese in�ternment camps in World War II).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.9. T he characterist ics, dist ribut ion, and migrat ion of human populat ions on Earth's surface

ST RAND  HS.9.3. Migrat ion: People move for a variety of reasons

BENCHMARK  HS.9.3.C
.

Describe how people and places change as a result  of migrat ion, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  HS.9.3.C.
1.

Describe how the movement of people into cities can change the need for housing and services.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast

EXPECTATION  HS.9.3.C.
2.

Describe the ways in which immigrant groups coming to the United States change after arriving and living in the
new location (e.g., learned a new language, change in jobs, change in types of available housing).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 4 - Northeast

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.10. T he characterist ics, dist ribut ion, and complexity of Earth's cultural mosaics

ST RAND  HS.10.1. Characterist ics of Culture: A culture has dist inct ive characterist ics

BENCHMARK  HS.10.1.
A.

Ident ify and describe the characterist ics of a culture, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  HS.10.1.A
.1.

Identify and describe distinctive characteristics of their own cultur�al heritage (e.g., cuisine or agricultural
products, traditional festivals or celebrations, vocabulary terms that locals would know and under�stand but
outsiders might find confusing).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures

EXPECTATION  HS.10.1.
A.2.

Identify and describe the distinctive characteristics of current US cultures (e.g., spoken and written languages,
social organizations, be�liefs and customs, forms of architecture, educational systems).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
Grade 4 - Northeast
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EXPECTATION  HS.10.1.
A.3.

Identify and describe the distinctive cultural characteristics of groups that immigrated to the United States in the
past.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - A Country of Cultures
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Northeast

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.10. T he characterist ics, dist ribut ion, and complexity of Earth's cultural mosaics

ST RAND  HS.10.3. Cultural Diffusion and Change: Cultures change and diffuse in mult iple ways

BENCHMARK  HS.10.3.
B.

Describe examples of the spread of a culture, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  HS.10.3.B
.1.

Describe how different cultural groups bring their cultural tradi�tions (e.g., food, holidays, clothing, religion) with
them when they move to new locations.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.11. T he pat terns and networks of economic interdependence on Earth's surface

ST RAND  HS.11.3. Connect ing Economic Act ivit ies: People and count ries t rade locally produced goods and
services for goods and services that  are produced in other places

BENCHMARK  HS.11.3.
A.

Ident ify it ems produced locally for consumpt ion elsewhere and items produced elsewhere that
are consumed locally, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  HS.11.3.A
.1.

Identify items produced in the local region for consumption in an�other location (e.g., raw and processed
agricultural products, paper products, furniture, tires, plastics).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Businesses At Work

EXPECTATION  HS.11.3.
A.2.

Identify the types of products that were historically produced in a region and the places to which these products
were shipped.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Businesses At Work

EXPECTATION  HS.11.3.
A.3.

Identify items students depend on in their daily lives (e.g., gasoline for transportation, food, clothing, power for
electricity) and identify which of these are produced in other places.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Businesses At Work

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.11. T he pat terns and networks of economic interdependence on Earth's surface

ST RAND  HS.11.4 . Connect ing Economic Act ivit ies: Networks of t ransportat ion and communicat ions are used to
move informat ion, products, and people

BENCHMARK  HS.11.4 .
A.

Describe and analyze different  modes of t ransportat ion and communicat ion used to move
people, products, and ideas from place to place, as exemplified by being able to
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EXPECTATION  HS.11.4.A
.2.

Describe the different modes of transportation and communication used by students’ families in their work and
daily lives and construct a graph with the results to analyze which modes are employed most often.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast

EXPECTATION  HS.11.4.
A.3.

Describe how transportation and communication have changed economic activities by constructing a timeline
of technological developments (e.g., opening of the American West with the trans�continental railroad, improved
road construction and increases in long-distance trucking, refrigerated trucking resulting in more fresh fruits and
vegetables, air cargo increasing the distances goods may be shipped).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.12. T he processes, pat terns, and funct ions of human set t lement

ST RAND  HS.12.1. Funct ions of Set t lements: People benefit  from living in set t lements

BENCHMARK  HS.12.1.
A.

Explain the benefits gained by living in set t lements, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  HS.12.1.A
.1.

Identify and describe the services (e.g., movie theaters, hospitals, religious centers, schools, banks, shopping
malls, museums, libraries) available in the student’s town or city and explain why people may view these as
benefits to living in the community.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - I Am a Consumer

EXPECTATION  HS.12.1.
A.2.

Describe and explain how the number and types of services (e.g., movie theaters, hospitals, religious centers,
schools, banks, shopping malls, museums, libraries) differ for small and large settlements.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - I Am a Consumer

EXPECTATION  HS.12.1.
A.3.

Describe how different people in the community might value ser�vices (e.g., movie theaters, hospitals, religious
centers, schools, banks, shopping malls, museums, libraries) differently.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - I Am a Consumer

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.12. T he processes, pat terns, and funct ions of human set t lement

ST RAND  HS.12.2. Funct ions of Set t lements: Set t lements occur where locat ions provide opportunit ies and
therefore advantages

BENCHMARK  HS.12.2.
A.

Explain why some locat ions are bet ter for set t lement  than others, as exemplified by being able
to
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EXPECTATION  HS.12.2.A
.1.

Identify and explain the factors that might make a location good for settlement (e.g., flat land for building,
access to a river or the sea, resources nearby for building).

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast

EXPECTATION  HS.12.2.
A.2.

Describe and explain the advantages of locations where settlements developed in the United States (e.g.,
Boston on a natural harbor, New Orleans at the mouth of the Mississippi, Chicago at the intersection of Great
Lakes water traffic and the railroads).

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast

EXPECTATION  HS.12.2.
A.3.

Describe the factors that contributed to successful settlement lo�cations (e.g., harbors, resources for housing
and fuel, reliable fresh water supply, non-hostile neighbors, natural defenses, reliable food sources, suitable
land for agriculture).

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.12. T he processes, pat terns, and funct ions of human set t lement

ST RAND  HS.12.3. Pat terns of Set t lement : T here are different  types of set t lements

BENCHMARK  HS.12.3.
A.

Compare and explain the different  types of set t lements in the local region and the United States,
as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  HS.12.3.A
.2.

Analyze and compare the patterns of settlement of selected US cities (e.g., suburban sprawl of Los Angeles,
linear mountain valley town of Aspen, Colorado, riverfront settlement of Charleston, South Carolina, the
planned city of Washington, DC).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Today
Washington, DC - Grades K - 5

EXPECTATION  HS.12.3.
A.3.

Analyze a map of US population density and describe where the major clusters of settlements are located.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.13. How the forces of cooperat ion and conflict  among people influence the division and cont rol of
Earth's surface
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ST RAND  HS.13.1. T erritorial Divisions: T here are mult iple types of territorial divisions used to manage and cont rol
Earth's surface

BENCHMARK  HS.13.1.
A.

Explain different  types of territorial divisions (e.g., township, city, county, state, and count ry)
and how they are used to manage and cont rol Earth’s surface, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  HS.13.1.A
.2.

Describe the responsibilities of the set of governmental units within which the student lives (e.g., town or city,
county, state, and country).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How Government Helps Our Communities

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.13. How the forces of cooperat ion and conflict  among people influence the division and cont rol of
Earth's surface

ST RAND  HS.13.2. Cooperat ion: T he role cooperat ion has in managing Earth’s surface

BENCHMARK  HS.13.2.
A.

Explain how people cooperate in managing and using Earth’s surface, as exemplified by being
able to

EXPECTATION  HS.13.2.A
.1.

Explain how international water boundaries are examples of people cooperating in dividing and using Earth’s
surface (e.g., 200-mile territorial limit, Great Lakes are divided between Canada and the United States, for river
boundaries it is sometimes the center of the water in the river).

Virtual Field Trips
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Northeast

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.HS. Human Systems

ST ANDARD  HS.13. How the forces of cooperat ion and conflict  among people influence the division and cont rol of
Earth's surface

ST RAND  HS.13.3. Conflict : Conflicts arise when there is disagreement  over the division, cont rol, and management
of Earth's surface

BENCHMARK  HS.13.3.
A.

Analyze examples of disagreements over land uses in their community, as exemplified by being
able to

EXPECTATION  HS.13.3.A
.3.

Describe the means by which communities resolve disputes over land-use issues (e.g., decisions by planning
commissions, by elected officials, by judges, by community voting).

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.ES. Environment  and Society

ST ANDARD  ES.14 . How human act ions modify the physical environment

ST RAND  ES.14 .1. Modificat ion of the Physical Environment : People modify the physical environment

BENCHMARK  ES.14 .1.
A.

Ident ify and describe ways in which humans modify the physical environment , as exemplified by
being able to
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EXPECTATION  ES.14.1.A
.1.

Identify and describe examples of human modifications to the physical environment surrounding the school or
neighborhood (e.g., paving over vegetated areas, constructing buildings, building bridges, installing culverts or
drainage ditches, removing or adding trees or shrubs).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.ES. Environment  and Society

ST ANDARD  ES.14 . How human act ions modify the physical environment

ST RAND  ES.14 .2. T he Use of T echnology: People use technology to get  what  they need from the physical
environment

BENCHMARK  ES.14 .2.
A.

Describe and explain ways in which people use technology to get  what  they need from the
physical environment , as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  ES.14.2.A
.1.

Describe and explain examples of the technology used in different industries in the United States (e.g., high-
tech farming and irrigation, excavating machinery in strip mining, drilling in oil production).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

EXPECTATION  ES.14.2.
A.3.

Describe and explain how inventions helped people settle the Great Plains (e.g., barbed wire, steel plow,
railroad, steamboat, threshing machines).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.ES. Environment  and Society

ST ANDARD  ES.14 . How human act ions modify the physical environment

ST RAND  ES.14 .3. Consequences for People and Environments: T he consequences of human modificat ions of the
physical environment

BENCHMARK  ES.14 .3.
A.

Ident ify and describe examples of how human act ivit ies impact  the physical environment , as
exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  ES.14.3.A
.3.

Describe examples of human modifications to the physical environment as a result of improving transportation
routes (e.g., bridges, drainage ditches, widening streets or roads, divided highways).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.ES. Environment  and Society

ST ANDARD  ES.15. How physical systems affect  human systems

ST RAND  ES.15.1. Environmental Opportunit ies and Const raints: T he physical environment  provides opportunit ies
for and imposes const raints on human act ivit ies

BENCHMARK  ES.15.1.
A.

Describe examples in which the physical environment  provides opportunit ies for human
act ivit ies, as exemplified by being able to
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EXPECTATION  ES.15.1.A
.1.

Identify and describe the characteristics of the community’s physical environment that first attracted people and
enabled them to thrive and prosper (e.g., climate, water, soil, landforms).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 3 - The First Americans

EXPECTATION  ES.15.1.
A.2.

Identify and describe examples of places that offer vacation activities for people because of the physical
environment (e.g., snow skiing, ocean beaches, boating, river rafting).

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Exploring Cuba
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Today

EXPECTATION  ES.15.1.
A.3.

Describe how people take advantage of the physical environment of their local community (e.g., water supply,
farming, gardens, recreational activities).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.ES. Environment  and Society

ST ANDARD  ES.15. How physical systems affect  human systems

ST RAND  ES.15.1. Environmental Opportunit ies and Const raints: T he physical environment  provides opportunit ies
for and imposes const raints on human act ivit ies

BENCHMARK  ES.15.1.
B.

Describe examples in which the physical environment  imposes const raints on human act ivit ies,
as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  ES.15.1.B
.1.

Describe how human activities are limited by landforms such as flood plains, deltas, mountains, and slopes in
choices of land use (e.g., agriculture, human settlement, transportation networks).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

EXPECTATION  ES.15.1.
B.2.

Describe examples in which human activities are limited by different types of climates (e.g., cold or polar, rainy
or dry, equatorial).

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Exploring Cuba
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southeast Region of the U.S.
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms
The Sahara Desert
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EXPECTATION  ES.15.1.
B.3.

Describe how transportation routes are shaped by the physical environment (e.g., horseshoe curves, tunnels,
bridges).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.ES. Environment  and Society

ST ANDARD  ES.15. How physical systems affect  human systems

ST RAND  ES.15.2. Environmental Hazards: Environmental hazards affect  human act ivit ies

BENCHMARK  ES.15.2.
A.

Ident ify and describe the locat ions of environmental hazards, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  ES.15.2.A
.2.

Identify on a map of the Pacific basin the occurrences of earthquakes and volcanoes and describe the pattern
that results (e.g., the Pacific Ring of Fire).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.ES. Environment  and Society

ST ANDARD  ES.15. How physical systems affect  human systems

ST RAND  ES.15.2. Environmental Hazards: Environmental hazards affect  human act ivit ies

BENCHMARK  ES.15.2.
B.

Describe and analyze the effects of environmental hazards on human act ivit ies, as exemplified by
being able to

EXPECTATION  ES.15.2.B
.1.

Describe how people change their behaviors in response to environmental hazards (e.g., knowing evacuation
routes, building a storm shelter, conducting earthquake or tornado drills).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Landforms
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii

EXPECTATION  ES.15.2.
B.2.

Describe how people might build their houses differently on a coast or beach as compared to another location
(e.g., elevated footings for storm surge, shutters over windows, metal reinforced roof trusses for wind).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.ES. Environment  and Society

ST ANDARD  ES.15. How physical systems affect  human systems

ST RAND  ES.15.3. Adaptat ion to the Environment : People adapt  to the condit ions of the physical environment

BENCHMARK  ES.15.3.
A.

Describe how people adapt  to condit ions of the physical environment , as exemplified by being
able to
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EXPECTATION  ES.15.3.A
.1.

Identify and describe how people adapt to the physical environment through choices of clothing, housing
styles, food choices, recreational activities, and land use.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast

EXPECTATION  ES.15.3.
A.2.

Describe how people adapt differently to different physical environments (e.g., clothing in Florida versus
Alaska, houses in Hawaii versus Minnesota).

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast

EXPECTATION  ES.15.3.
A.3.

Describe different types of transportation needed in different environments (e.g., boats versus cars, air boats in
swamps, sleds and snowmobiles).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.ES. Environment  and Society

ST ANDARD  ES.16. T he changes that  occur in the meaning, use, dist ribut ion, and importance of resources

ST RAND  ES.16.2. Locat ion and Dist ribut ion of Resources: T he spat ial dist ribut ion of types of resources

BENCHMARK  ES.16.2.
A.

Ident ify the locat ions of examples of each type of resource, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  ES.16.2.A
.1.

Identify the locations on a US map of various types of renewable, nonrenewable, and flow resources.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

EXPECTATION  ES.16.2.
A.2.

Identify the locations of examples of each of the three types of resources that are found in the student's state or
region.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - West Region Geography

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.UG. T he Uses of Geography

ST ANDARD  UG.17. How to apply geography to interpret  the past

ST RAND  UG.17.1
.

Using Geography to Interpret  the Past : Geographic contexts (the human and physical
characterist ics of places and environments) are the set t ings for events in the past

BENCHMARK  UG.17.1.
A.

Describe the geographic context  in which a historical event  occurred, as exemplified by being
able to
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EXPECTATION  UG.17.1.A
.2.

Identify physical landforms that affected overland travel during the expansion of the United States (e.g.,
mountain ranges and passes, river crossings, deserts).

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - How The Country Was Settled
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings

EXPECTATION  UG.17.1.
A.3.

Identify and describe the differences between the geographic contexts of Native American original settlement
areas and the current tribal reservations in the United States.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - The First Americans
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Early Beginnings

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.UG. T he Uses of Geography

ST ANDARD  UG.17. How to apply geography to interpret  the past

ST RAND  UG.17.2
.

Changes in Geographic Contexts: Places, regions, and environments change over t ime

BENCHMARK  UG.17.2.
A.

Analyze how places, regions, and environments change over t ime, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  UG.17.2.A
.2.

Describe and analyze the change in the number of states in the United States and their boundaries.

Virtual Field Trips
Barcelona
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southeast Region of the U.S.
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.UG. T he Uses of Geography

ST ANDARD  UG.18. How to apply geography to interpret  the present  and plan for the future

ST RAND  UG.18.1
.

Using Geography to Interpret  the Present  and Plan for the Future: Geographic contexts (the
human and physical characterist ics of places and environments) are the set t ings for current
events

BENCHMARK  UG.18.1.
A.

Analyze geographic contexts in which current  events and issues occur, as exemplified by being
able to

EXPECTATION  UG.18.1.
A.2.

Describe the services a city government needs to provide due to the specific geographic characteristics of the
community (e.g., big snow removal equipment in lake-effect locations, frequent brake replacement for San
Francisco streetcars, wind screens for tennis courts in Great Plains locations, evacuation plans in flood-prone
areas).

Virtual Field Trips
Barcelona

ESSENT IAL
ELEMENT

 NGS.UG. T he Uses of Geography

ST ANDARD  UG.18. How to apply geography to interpret  the present  and plan for the future

ST RAND  UG.18.3
.

Percept ions of Geographic Contexts: People’s percept ions of the world—places, regions, and
environments—are constant ly changing
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BENCHMARK  UG.18.3.
A.

Explain how people’s percept ions of the world can change with new informat ion and new
experiences, as exemplified by being able to

EXPECTATION  UG.18.3.
A.1.

Describe a recent trip and explain what preconceived thoughts were about the place compared with how it
turned out to be in reality.

Virtual Field Trips
Exploring Cuba
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Today

EXPECTATION  UG.18.3.
A.2.

Explain how the depiction of a place in movies or on television can affect how people perceive that place.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast

EXPECTATION  UG.18.3.
A.3.

Describe and explain how a student’s view of his or her home community can be different from someone who
is only visiting the community.

Virtual Field Trips
Ancient China - Qin & Han Dynasties
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 4 - Northeast
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Main Crit eria: Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS)

Secondary Crit eria: Virtual Field Trips Subject : Science

Grade: 4
Co rrelat io n Opt io ns: Show Correlated

Next  Generat io n Science St andards (NGSS)
Science

Grade: 4  - Adopted: 2013

ST RAND  NGSS.4 -
PS

PHYSICAL SCIENCE

T IT LE  4 -PS4 Waves and their Applicat ions in T echnologies for Informat ion T ransfer

 Students who demonst rate understanding can:

PERFORMANCE
EXPECTATION

 4-PS4-3 Generate and compare multiple solutions that use patterns to transfer information.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities

ST RAND  NGSS.4 -
LS

LIFE SCIENCE

T IT LE  4 -LS1 From Molecules to Organisms: St ructures and Processes

 Students who demonst rate understanding can:

PERFORMANCE
EXPECTATION

 4-LS1-1 Construct an argument that plants and animals have internal and external structures that function to support
survival, growth, behavior, and reproduction.

Virtual Field Trips
African Safari
Amazon Rainforest - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Galapagos Islands
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
How Coral Reefs Are Formed
The Sahara Desert
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

PERFORMANC
E
EXPECTATION

 4-LS1-2 Use a model to describe that animals receive different types of information through their senses, process the
information in their brain, and respond to the information in different ways.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Who Lives On a Coral Reef?

ST RAND  NGSS.4 -
ESS

EART H AND SPACE SCIENCE

T IT LE  4 -ESS2 Earth’s Systems

 Students who demonst rate understanding can:
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PERFORMANCE
EXPECTATION

 4-ESS2-1 Make observations and/or measurements to provide evidence of the effects of weathering or the rate of
erosion by water, ice, wind, or vegetation.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Midwest Region Today
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
National Parks - Alaska & Hawaii
National Parks - Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Colorado
National Parks - Wyoming, Utah

ST RAND  NGSS.4 -
ESS

EART H AND SPACE SCIENCE

T IT LE  4 -ESS3 Earth and Human Act ivity

 Students who demonst rate understanding can:

PERFORMANCE
EXPECTATION

 4-ESS3-1 Obtain and combine information to describe that energy and fuels are derived from natural resources and their
uses affect the environment.

Virtual Field Trips
Amazon Rainforest - People and Threats - Grades 2-5
Canada: Coast to Coast
Canada: Our Northern Neighbor
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
Grade 4 - Northeast
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Early Beginnings
Grade 4 - Southwest Region Today
Grade 4 - West Region Geography
Grade 4 - West Region Today
The Sahara Desert

PERFORMANC
E
EXPECTATION

 4-ESS3-
2

Generate and compare multiple solutions to reduce the impacts of natural Earth processes on humans.

Virtual Field Trips
Grade 3 - Geography of Our Communities
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