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KEY - specific details may vary

The Gobi Desert

challenging, cold, and rocky

few would dare to cross it

didn’t always end well for
invaders trying to cross it

Himalayan mountains

along southwestern border

most impenetrable of all the
mountain ranges

that closed in China

Yellow Sea
East China Sea
Pacific Ocean

at the time there
weren’t many

sturdy or reliable
ocean-going vessels
that could make it

across these waters

Taklimakan Desert

harsh and desolate
area

it’s name translates
to “You can go in, but
you will never come

out.”

called the “Sea of
Death”
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